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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 229/HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 199 
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE TO CONDUCT A STUDY TO 

EVALUATE THE AMOUNT OF AGRICULTURE IN THE STATE THAT IS SOLELY 
USED FOR SUBSISTANCE AGRICULTURE  

 
Chairperson Creagan and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on HCR 229/HR 199 that requests the 

Department of Agriculture to conduct a study to evaluate the amount of agriculture in 

the State that is solely used for subsistence agriculture.  The resolutions also request a 

report and any proposed legislation be submitted prior to the 2019 Legislature.  The 

Department offers comments. 

Neither the Department of Agriculture nor the Hawaii Field Office of the U. S. 

Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural Statistics Service has current or 

historic information on the amount of agricultural production meant solely for 

subsistence purposes.  Doing a study will likely require considerable resources in 

developing and carrying out a statewide survey. 

The Department encourages all types of agricultural production.  We caution 

against promoting one form of agricultural practice against other practices.  We are 

particularly concerned about the regulatory implications of equating “subsistence 

farming” with commercial farming which is the level of agricultural production referenced 

in Chapter 205.    

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on these resolutions. 
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